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from the Inde

PAFFREL, which has been working in the pioneering task of election moni

decades, is taking various measures to build a good political culture in the country,

to a broader direction. Accordingly as a step towards it, during the past two years a series

were organized with various groups of the society like religious leaders, public representatives from

Parliament, Provincial Council and Local Government Councils, University Lecturers, Professionals,

Trade Unionists, Civil Activists, Journalists and Adrninistrative Officers. Consequently, a proposal of

minimum criterion that can be followed by all political parties when giving out nominations for candidacy

in elections was published under the title of "March 12th Declaration" on l2th March at the Bandaranaike

Memorial Conference Hall.

12th 
March Declaration was blessed by the Maha Nayake of Malwathu and Asgiri Sects and was agreed

upon by the leaders of mainstream political parties including the Prime Minister and the Leader of the

Opposition and it should be noted that it was a special juncture of the process. We believe that this

attempt to create a positive change in the Sri Lankan political culture should not be limited to the

PAFFREL and that it should be a broad operation actively co-participated by conscious citizens and

people's organizations. Therefore tliis concept, was transformed into practice as the 12the March

Movement on 2015.06 08 at the Hector Kobbakaduwa Agriorltural Research Institute with the

participation of academic and business community, trade union leaders and a large number of civil

organizations. Political parties and voters have the golden opportunity of practicing the 12th March

Declaration which was ratified by mainstream political parties, for the betterment of the Sri Lankan

political culture.

The 12tl'March Movement has made allpreparations to launch a national programme on 105. 06. 25 from

Colombo to collect l0 million signatures covering all provinces in the country, in order to achieve the

following two fundamental purposes.
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1. To compel political parties to give out nominations to tfl most suitable persons in the upcoming

Parliamentary elections based on the 12e March Declaration'

;;ffiffi#;,r;;*se within the country in order fo raise awareness among the people about
-l -i,:+L +L62, To start a broad clscoursc wllrrur Lrrs v\

electingsuitablecandidatestotheParliamenttorepresentthemwhoareequippedwiththe
knowledge,understandingandcompetencyonthetaskofthelegislature.

tn addition to collecting signatures o-y touring the streets covering all provinces, preparation are also made

to raise awareness about a positive political culture among the voters using posters and handouts'

Accordingly we believe that this programme will help to stimulate the public for a responsible citizenry

role instead of the tradition voter's role'

The inauguration of this National Programme will take place at the Independence Square amidst the

blessings of all religious leaders on 2015.06'25 at 9'00 a'm' The programme to collect people's

signatures which wiil start its journey from the lndependence Square will arrive at the viharaMaha

Devi park, colombo on 2015.07.05 at 3.00 p.m. An event wilr be held with the participation of the

broad public to handover the petition signed by 100 million people to the mainstream poritical party

leaders, *to,utin"a the 12d March Declaration. we emphasize that this is a turning point in the

politicalcultureofthecountryandaninitiatingsteptowardsalongtermactivismforapositive
political culture in the country'

12,h March Movement, pleads with the people for their contribution in the programme for its success'

For further information please call the following numbers and visit our facebook page'

Ashan - 071 3460990

Upekshi - 077 0811515

On behalf of the convening board

Mr. Rohana Hettiarachchie
Mr. Mangala YaPa

Mr. Gamunu Wijerathne
Mr. Saman RathnaPriYa

Mr. P.A. KiriwandeniYa
Mr. Ravindra Kandage

Mr. Lionel Guruge
Mr. Sudharshana Gunawardana

o11 3024592
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