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ඉ�� මැ�වරණ වල� ඡ�දදායකයාට අ�ල� ලබා�නෙහා� ම�� �රය 
අෙහෝ�� - මැ�වරණ ඉ�හාසෙ� තව� �රණා�මක න� ���ව� 

� ලංකා මැ�වරණ ඉ�හාසයට ඓ�හා�ක ප��ෙ�දය� එ� කර�� ෙමාණරාගල 
මහා�කරණ ���� රංග �සානායක මහතා ඊෙ� (13) �නෙ�� ��ෙ�� න� ���ව� 
ලබා��ෙ�ය.  

ඒ ප��ය පළා� පාලන මැ�වරණෙ�� ෙමාණරාගල ����කෙ� එ� පළා� පාලන 
ආයතනයක අෙ��ෂකෙය� මැ�වරණ කාල�මාව �ළ ඡ�දදායකය�ට ��ධ අ�ල� 
ලබා�ම ස�බ�ධෙය� පැෆ්ර� සං�ධානය මැ�වරණ ප්රච�ඩ �යා ���ෂණ 
මධ්ය�ථානෙ�ද සහාය ඇ�ව ෙගා� කර� ලැ� න�කරයට අදාල ���ව ඊෙ� 
ප්රකාශයට ප�කර��.  

ඒ අ�ව අ�ල� ලබා� ජයග්රහණය කල අෙ��ෂකයා පළා� පාලන ම�� �රෙය� 
ඉව�කල අතර ඊළඟ වැ�ම ඡ�ද ලබාග� අෙ��ෂකයා ප�කර�නට �ෙයෝග කරන 
ල�. 

ෙමම ඓ�හා�ක න� ���ව ම�� අනාගතෙ� අෙ��ෂකය� ඡ�දදායකය�ට 
අ�ල� ලබා�මට ෙනාෙපළෙඹ� ඇත. ය� ෙහය�� එෙ� ෙක�වද ඕනෑම ෙමාෙහාතක 
ඔ��ෙ�   ම�� �රය අ�ෙයෝගයට ල���මට ඉඩකඩ සැලෙස� ඇත. එපමණ� ෙනාව 
අෙ��ෂක �යද� �මා��ෙ� �� ස�පාදනෙ� අවශ්යතාවය හා මැ�වරණයක� 
සම�මක අවශ්යතාවය නැවත වර� අවධාරණය � ඇත. 

එෙම�ම ෙමම ජයග්රහණය සඳහා අවශ්ය ෙතාර�� ලබාගැ�මට හැ��ෙ� ෙතාර�� 
දැනගැ�ෙ� පනත �යා�මක �ම ෙ��ෙව� 

ෙමම න�කරය අප පව�වාෙගන ය� ලැ�ෙ� බාධක රා�ය� මධ්යෙ�ය . ඒ සඳහා 
සහාය �ය �� ඇතැ� ආයතන මගහැර ය�� අ�ශය කැප�ම� ��කල ��ඥව�� 
ෙදපළට ප්රජාත�ත්රවාදය අගයන �ය� ෙදනාෙ� ෙගෟරවය ���ය ��ය. එෙම�ම ඒ 
සඳහා අවංකව සහාය දැ�� මැ�වරණ �ලධා��ටද ෙමය ස�ටට ක�ණ� ව� ඇත. 
එෙම�ම ෙ� සඳහා ෙවෙහස� ��� සං�ධාන �ෙයෝ�ත�� හා කා�ය ම�ඩලෙ� �ය� 
ෙදනාටද ���ව�ත ෙව�. 
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14-09-2021  

A timely reminder that bribing the voters at future elections will result in the Perpetrator 
losing the seat   

A decisive and landmark judgment in the history of elections in Sri Lanka  

Mr. Ranga Dissanayake, High Court Judge, Moneragala has delivered a landmark judgment   
on 13th   September 2021  opening  a new chapter in the history of elections in Sri Lanka. 

This judgment has been given in respect of a case filed by PAFFREL in collaboration with 
loosing candidate and the Centre for Monitoring Election Violence against a candidate of one 
of the local government bodies in the Moneragala District for offering various kinds of bribes 
to the voters at the last local government elections. 

The judgment declared the candidate who had purportedly won the seat by bribing the voters 
as null and void and accordingly he was removed by order of the Court and the candidate who 
had secured the next highest number of votes was ordered to be appointed to fill the vacant 
position.  

This historic ruling will serve as a deterrent to future candidates in bribing the voters. Even if 
they continue to bribe, their election will be   liable to be   challenged subsequently. In 
addition, the need for enacting laws to limit election expenses by candidates and provision of 
a level playing field for all candidates in an election has been re- emphasized. 

Also, it is important to note that the implementation of the Right to Information Act has paved 
the way for procuring the information required for this victory. 

We were compelled to pursue this case in the midst of many obstacles. The two lawyers who 
have given  their utmost commitment in this case while certain institutions that ought to have 
supported our endeavor had avoided their responsibility, deserve the respect and  gratitude 
of all those who value  democracy. This achievement will certainly be a source of joy to the 
election officials who have supported it sincerely. Also we wish to thank all the civil society 
representatives and staff who have worked hard towards this achievement. 

 

 

 
 
 
Rohana Hettiarachchi 
Executive Director  

 


